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This is the Exhibitors Guidebook that is published yearly. It lists the departments that you can enter to take part in 
at the fair! Follow these steps to enter: 

 
1. Choose Your Department – Look through this document to choose what competitions you want to enter, 

once you have decided, you'll need to “enter them”. (Make sure you pay close attention to the department 
rules and schedules listed at the beginning of each department.) 

 
2. Register – All entries must be completed online at: http://sonoma.fairwire.com/. The first step is to register 

as an exhibitor. Click "Sign In" at the top right corner. You will need to register as a new exhibitor each year. 
(Tip: If you are a family or group with multiple exhibitors use the "Quick Group" option.) Each person bringing 
in entries will need to be registered as a separate (individual) exhibitor. 

 
3. Enter – You will use the easy drop-down menus to select departments, divisions and 

classes. Required entry information is indicated with an asterisk. Click "Add Entry to Cart" when complete. 
(Tip: if adding multiple entries of the same type, click: the “add similar entry” button. When you've added all entries 
and are ready to check out click “Continue". 

 
4. Pay Entry Fees – Entry fees will be added to your cart throughout the entry process. You will need to click 

"Check Out" to pay your entry fees. Entry fees will be paid using a credit or debit card. Livestock exhibitors will 
need to add the livestock exhibitor fee to their cart during the checkout process. 

5. Complete the Entry! To complete the entry process you must acknowledge you have read and understood 
the rules contained in the Exhibitor's Guidebook, and agree to abide by them. Please read the 
acknowledgment carefully. The final step is to type YES. If you do not receive a confirmation email your entry 
was NOT completed. Please call, email or, stop by, the entry office if you have questions. (Once you click 
"submit" you will not be able to make changes in the system. Please call or email the office to request a 
change. The Fair may transfer entries into correct classes if something is entered incorrectly, but the Fair will 
not be liable for entries made in error). Keep your confirmation e-mail for proof of entry (see page 7). 

 
6. Deadlines to Enter – All entries must be completed online. Entries are due by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, 

June 30 for most categories. Enter early, the Online Program will shut down at 11:59 p.m. on the deadline 
advertised for your division! 

 
7. Bring your Exhibits to the Fair! Each competition has a specific receiving day, time, and location. (This is 

when you drop off your items so they can be judged.) Make sure you check the department and divisions to 
confirm receiving information. Most of the Non-Livestock Departments receive entries Friday, July 22, and 
Saturday, July 23(excluding Quilts, Industrial Arts, Baked Goods, Horticulture/Floriculture and Gardening). 

 
8. Pick up your items on release date. For most Entries, release date is Tuesday, August 16. 
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HOW TO ENTER THE FAIR 

http://www.sonomacountyfair.com/
http://sonoma.fairwire.com/


 LOCAL POLICIES & EXHIBITOR PHOTO/VIDEO RELEASE  
 
SONOMA COUNTY FAIR PROTEST POLICY: 
Prior to filing a protest, secure a copy of the current State Rules for California Fairs, California Department of Food and 
Agriculture, Divisions of Fairs and Expositions from the Entry Office of the SONOMA COUNTY FAIR. State Rule V outlines the 
procedure that must be followed in filing a protest. This booklet may also be obtained from Division of Fairs and Expositions, 1220 
N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814, or telephone (916) 900-5026. 
1. The Competitive Exhibits, Agriculture & Educational Committee of the Sonoma County Fair & Exposition will represent the 

Board in competitive exhibit protest matters. When the protest situation is not time sensitive, staff will call a committee 
meeting based on public meeting requirements per the Brown Act. 

2. It is understood that protests are often time sensitive, and action needs to be taken immediately. In anticipation of the 
potential for immediate resolution; no later than the annual August board meeting, the Fair Board President will appoint 
an ad-hoc Competitive Exhibits Protest Committee that will be given the authority to make timely decisions related to 
competitive exhibits on behalf of the Fair Board. It has been determined that: 
a) Members of the ad-hoc committee will consist of the Chair and two members of the Competitive Exhibits, Agriculture and 

Educational Committee of the Fair Board; 
b) the Fair Manager and Exhibits Coordinator will be ex-officio members of this ad-hoc committee; 
c) their official term will be from the date they are appointed until the next regular Fair board meeting; 
d) this committee will make all decisions related to official protests that are of immediate nature and cannot be heard at a 

regular committee or board meeting; 
e) if requested by fair management, will also be tasked with actions related to non-official protests and alleged rule 

violations, including drug policy violations; 
f) any action taken by this ad-hoc committee will be reported at the next regular meeting of the Competitive Exhibits, 

Agriculture and Educational Committee and the Fair Board 
3. Decisions by committee may be appealed to the Board of Directors at the next regular meeting. Final appeal lies with the 

Division of Fairs and Expositions. If no appeal takes place, the actions taken by the committee are final. 
4. The Sonoma County Fair and Exhibition will notify Fairs and Expositions of their action on the matter in writing following their 

decision. 
5. The person filing the protest and exhibitors named in the protest will be notified in writing as to whether the protest is 

approved or denied. 
6. Exhibitors named in a protest can request a copy of the official protest filed against them, and the name of the individual(s) 

who filed the protest. 
 

EXHIBITOR’S RIGHT TO PRIVACY: 
When action on a rule violation has been taken by fair management or the ad hoc Competitive Exhibits Action Committee, the 
identity of the exhibitor (including minors) will not be disclosed publicly. However, if the matter is appealed to the Board level by an 
official protest or appeal of protest, then exhibitors involved (including minors) may have their name disclosed, as documentation 
of official proceedings automatically become public record. 
 
EXHIBITOR PHOTO/VIDEO RELEASE: 
 
By typing YES during the online entry process, exhibitors agree to the following release: 
 
I hereby authorize the Sonoma County Fair & Exposition, the County of Sonoma and all its departments, agencies, commissions 
and special districts and their employees (“the County of Sonoma”), to publish the photographs and/or videos taken of any exhibitor 
or minor exhibitor, on whose behalf I am signing, and to use said minor(s)’ names in the County’s printed publications, websites, 
social media channels and other similar media. 
 
I acknowledge that since my participation [or my child(s)’ participation] in publications and websites produced by the Sonoma 
County Fair & Exposition and the County of Sonoma is voluntary, I hereby agree not to make any claim for compensation for the 
use of my [or my child(s)’] image and/or voice and/or words. I further agree that my participation [or my child(s)’ participation] in 
any publication and website produced by the County of Sonoma confers upon me no rights of ownership whatsoever. 
 
On behalf of myself and my child/children, I agree to release and hold harmless the Sonoma County Fair & Exposition and the 
County of Sonoma, its contractors, and its employees from liability for any claims by me or on behalf of my child/children or any 
third party, arising out of or in connection with the foregoing, and waive any right to inspect or approve the same. 
 
I have read this minor Child Photo Release Form and voluntarily accept the terms and conditions set forth herein. I hereby certify 
that I am the parent or guardian of the minor child/children named below, and I have the legal authority to execute this release on 
behalf of the child/children. 
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LOCAL RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Entry Office: 707-545-4203 Admin Office: 707-545-4200    Division of Fairs & Expo: 916-900-5026 
NOTE TO EXHIBITORS: All rules contained in “State Rules for California Fairs” as prescribed by the Division of Fairs & 
Expositions apply to this fair. A copy may be downloaded from the Division of Fairs & Expositions website: www.cdfa.ca.gov/ 
fe. Hard copies are not available in the Entry Office. 
Please note any changes made to this document post-printing can be found at SonomaCountyFair.com. 
EXHIBITORS ELIGIBLE TO ENTER OUR FAIR COMPETITIONS: 
1. Adult non-livestock entries in this Guidebook limited to Sonoma County residents, except where specified. 

 
2. Adult Livestock classes limited to United States residents, except where specified. 

 
3. All Junior breeding livestock classes in the Guidebook are open to junior breeding livestock project members in the 

following counties: Sonoma, Marin, Napa, Lake, Mendocino, Solano and Humboldt with the following stipulation: 
Residents of Sonoma and Marin counties will have first priority for exhibit, after that, entries will be accepted on a first- 
come, first-serve basis until entries are full (all barn space is filled) for that species. Notification of acceptance will be 
made after close of entries. 

 
4. Junior Market Livestock classes are limited to youth residents of Sonoma and Marin counties, and who are enrolled in 

elementary or high school during the 2021-2022 school year. 
 
5. Junior Exhibitors with a disability may request reasonable accommodations be made by notifying the Entry Office in 

advance. 
 
GENERAL RULES: 
 
6. Please read all rules and regulations carefully, important changes have been made. Cash awards may be withheld if 

printed rules are not carefully complied with. 
 
7. The Fair will pay cash awards only on those classes specified in the Exhibitor’s Guidebook and only the judge’s book 

will be the basis for cash award payments. Due to the possibility of an error in transferring information, ribbons and 
exhibit tags are not valid proof of award. 

 
8. Exhibits containing controlled substances are prohibited (i.e., alcohol, cannabis, tobacco etc.) 

 
9. All entries are to be completed and paid for online. 

 
10. This Fair does not carry liability insurance covering exhibitors and/or their exhibits. Liability insurance is the 

responsibility and the discretion of the exhibitor. Therefore, it is suggested that exhibitors consider taking out a liability 
policy covering themselves and their exhibit. 
 

11. Every precaution will be taken to ensure the safety of all exhibits, but the management assumes no responsibility for 
loss, theft or damage which may occur, from any cause, and upon this condition only, are entries accepted. 

http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/
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AGE & ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: 
12. Adult (Open) Department 

a) The (Open) Adult Department is open to exhibitors of any age. See specific departments for resident requirements. 
 
Youth (Junior) Department 
a) FFA: members may participate as members until the end of the calendar year following the year of graduation from 

high school. (Exception: Market Animals). 
b) 4-H: The level of membership is aged based: 

i) PRIMARY 4-H MEMBERS: Must be 5 years old by December 31, 2021. PRIMARY 4-H MEMBERS are not 
eligible to show large livestock at this fair; Primary members are allowed to show breeding rabbits, cavies, 
and poultry. Primary Members may not exhibit market animals. 

ii) JUNIOR, INTERMEDIATE & SENIOR 4-H MEMBERS: Must be 9 years old on or before December 31, 2021. 
Senior 4-H members may exhibit until the end of the calendar year in which they reach age 19 (Exception: 
Market Animals). 

iii) Non-livestock departments (except where specified) are open to 4-H youth 5 years through 19 years old. 
iv) Market classes will be limited to Sonoma and Marin youth, 9 years and up, who were enrolled in elementary or 

high school during the 2021-22 school year. 
c) GRANGE: members may be eligible to exhibit as members if they are at least 5 years of age as of January 1, 2022, 

until the end of the calendar year in which member reaches age 19. (Exception: Market Animals). Grange 
members will show in age appropriate 4-H class. 

d) INDEPENDENT YOUTH (JUNIOR): exhibitors may enter any youth class, under the following conditions: 
i) For all non-livestock departments (except where specified), exhibitor must be at least 5 years of age as of 

December 31, 2021. 
ii) For breeding rabbit, cavy and poultry projects exhibitor must be 5 years old as of December 31, 2021. 
iii) For all large livestock departments, exhibitor must be at least 9 years of age as of December 31, 2021. 
iv) Independent Youth may exhibit until the end of the calendar year in which they reach age 19 (Exception: Market 

Animals). 
v) Independent Youth must provide proof of age. 
vi) Independent Youth will show all livestock in the age appropriate 4-H class. 

e) SPECIAL JUNIOR: The Sonoma County Fair Special Junior Program was discontinued in 2017. Children under 9 
are eligible to show small animal breeding projects or in the Open Division. 

 
13. MARKET: Market classes are limited to Sonoma and Marin County 4-H, FFA & Independent Youth who are enrolled in 

elementary, middle, or high school during the 2021-2022 school year. 
 
ENTRIES: 
14. Entry Deadlines and Fees: 

a) Non-Livestock Entries will be accepted starting May 1 at 8:00 a.m. 
b) Non-Livestock Entries close June 30, at 11:59 p.m. 
c) Entry fees must be paid online at time of entry. 
d) Late entries will be accepted after established entry deadlines. Late entries will only be accepted by contacting the 

office and providing payment of an additional late fee penalty as follows: 
i) $100.00 late entry penalty fee per entry for Livestock Department entries will be accepted only until 5:00 p.m. 

on July 13, 2022. (Includes all large livestock, horses, rabbits, cavies, poultry, and market animals.) 
ii) $25 late entry penalty fee per entry for Non-Livestock Department entries until 5:00 p.m. on July 6. 

 
15. TAXPAYER IDENTIFICATION The Fair is required to report premium earnings larger than $600 to the IRS. Therefore, 
the fair may request exhibitors provide his/her correct taxpayer identification number (TIN). Furthermore, the IRS notifies the 
Fair each year incorrect TINs reported in the prior year. Exhibitors reported to the Fair by the IRS to have incorrect TINs will 
be subject to backup withholding immediately until the correct TINs are provided. 

 
16. REFUNDS of any kind will be granted only upon approval of the Board of Directors. Requests for refunds must be 

made in writing to the Fair. Refunds will be made only because of sickness, accident, or death, cancellation of a 
class, or lack of exhibit space. No refunds will be considered under the amount of $5.00, and there will be a $20.00 
service charge. ENTRIES must be made through the online entry system. Entries must remain on exhibit for the full 
duration of the fair as specified per department. (Any exceptions must be approved by management.) 

 
17. A complete exhibit eligible in more than one division and/or class will be entered and judged only in the division and/or 

class for which it best qualifies. Any exhibit not properly entered may be transferred to its proper class by fair 
management, whose decision may be changed only by the judge. 

 
18. Fair management may, at their discretion, transfer entries to their proper classes, if the entry has been made in error. 

However, the Fair will not be liable for entries made in error and will not reopen judging to accommodate such entries. 
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19. The Sonoma County Fair's primary audience consists of family and youth, and we reserve the right to reject any 

exhibit and/or contents that may be considered objectionable by that audience. 
 

20. Sonoma County Fair will not be responsible for any exhibits not picked up by release date. The Fair will only store such 
exhibits for 2 weeks after release date. After that date, the Fair reserves the right to donate such items to a local charity. 

 
21. NON-LIVESTOCK EXHIBITS must have been made, collected, grown, or prepared solely by the exhibitor and 

completed since the last Sonoma County Fair, unless specified in division rules. Items must be clean and pressed. 
Soiled articles will not be accepted. 

 
22. NON-LIVESTOCK JUDGING is conducted prior to the Fair’s opening and is not open to spectators. 

 
23. CONDUCT Management reserves the right to cancel entries and cash awards and request the removal of exhibits from 

the grounds where exhibitors are disorderly, immoral, unethical and/or endangering or disturbing the public, staff and/or 
other exhibitors. 

 
24. ALCOHOL No outside alcohol is permitted on the grounds. 

 
25. ONLINE AUTHORIZATION must be completed electronically for youth representing an organization before youth 

livestock entries will be complete. Leaders/Advisors will receive via e-mail a list of entries to authorize after entries 
close. Authorization must be complete by July 11th. 

 
26. CONFIRMATION E-MAIL should be kept with exhibitor in the event proof of entry is required. 

 
27. JUDGING SYSTEMS There are 2 forms of judging that take place. Please be sure to check the judging system being 

applied to the exhibit(s) you are entering. 
American – To rank exhibits against one another and award one first placing, one second placing, etc. Primarily 
used in animal judging, and in the Adult non-livestock departments. 
Danish – To compare each exhibit on its own merit against the scorecard or recognized standard and award as 
many first placings, etc. as merited. Primarily used in Junior non-livestock departments. 
 

CASH AWARDS: 
28. All premium checks will be issued as soon as they are prepared. 

a) ALL CHECKS must be cashed within 6 months after close of the Fair. 
b) Checks will be issued payable under the name filled out as the "contact" in the online entry process. If contact is not 

listed, check is written to the exhibitor. 
c) Fair will re-issue checks for a $20 service charge. 
d) Premium ribbons, tags, or cards have no value as to payment. Only the official placing on the judging sheet 

constitutes the final placement. 
 

EXHIBITORS MEETINGS 
29. The Sonoma County Fair endeavors to put together a quality county fair. This is not possible without the help and 

cooperation of our exhibitors. Therefore, we appreciate your comments and invite you to have input into what is 
developed. Check specific departments in guidebook for times. 
 

SUBSTITUTIONS: 
30. Substitutions can only be made within a division. Substitutions must be made when the exhibit arrives at the fairgrounds, 

or for livestock, when registration certificates are checked. In the livestock department a minimum $20.00 penalty must 
be paid prior to judging for each substitution made by the exhibitor more than 2 in the division. 
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LIVESTOCK SHOWING: 
31. All persons showing in the Adult Department Livestock Classes must wear clean attire and be appropriately dressed. 
 
32. All junior exhibitors must wear the uniform of their organization or white if an independent junior. See Junior Livestock 

Department Show Dress for specific guidelines. 
 

CODE OF EXCELLENCE: 
33. All junior exhibitors must authorize following the Code of Excellence through the online entry process. 

 
LIVESTOCK – GENERAL 

34. JUNIOR LIVESTOCK To participate in the Sonoma County Fair youth livestock program (excluding horse, cavies & 
dogs), all exhibitors 9 years of age and older, must obtain annual certification in the Youth for the Quality Care of 
Animals (YQCA) program. Certification number must be submitted at the time of entry. Course can be completed at 
https://yqca.learngrow.io/Account/Login or through a face to face class found on the YQCA website. 

 
35. OPEN LIVESTOCK Breed divisions within a specie will be determined by the Fair and will strive to maintain a 30 head 

and 3 exhibitors minimum per breed. 
a) An animal exhibited and shown in the Senior Department is not eligible to be exhibited and shown in the Junior 

Department, and vice-versa, unless it allows participation in a sponsored featured breed show. 
 

36. ALL REGISTERED ANIMALS (except horses, or market and feeder animals) must be identified by a permanent 
identification as required by the breed association, on the animal and recorded on the entry, prior to entering the 
fairgrounds. To qualify for entry and judging, the following information must be provided during the online entry process 
by closing date of entry: 

a) Identification of each animal at least by dam, birthdate and ear tag, notching, or tattoo photo or drawing; or by 
the registration number. 

b) Registration number of the sire for get of sire entries. 
c) Registration number of the dam for produce of dam entries. 
d) If above information is completed after close of entry, a $5 penalty fee per entry will be required by the fair prior 

to judging to qualify for judging. 
 

37. ALL POULTRY AND RABBITS must be identified by a leg band/tattoo prior to entering the fairgrounds. 
 

38. OWNERSHIP Junior Livestock projects must be owned by and under the exhibitor’s management as specified below. 
The official ownership date is the date shown on the receipt of sale unless the animal was bred by the exhibitor. 

a) Market Animals: beef – 120 consecutive days; and swine, sheep, and goats 60 consecutive days. 
b) Breeding/feeder animals: 30 consecutive days. 
c) All small market animals (rabbits & poultry): 30 consecutive days. 
d) All horses: leased or owned 120 consecutive days. 
e) Junior livestock and horse projects must be owned (or leased for horses) by and under the exhibitor’s care and 

management, as per State Rules “Livestock and Horse Exhibits – Ownership”. 
f) No junior exhibitor may exhibit a market animal which has been sold as a market animal through a fair junior 

livestock auction whether there was an actual change of ownership. 
g) Livestock shown in showmanship must be owned (or leased for horses) by the exhibitor and shown in an 

appropriate market, breeding, or performance class. 
h) Exhibitor must own grade animals, including replacement heifers, at least 30 days prior to opening day of the 

Fair. Animals must be identified by permanent marking (tattoo, brand, or ear tag) on the animal and recorded on 
the entry form prior to entering fairgrounds. 
 

39. INDEPENDENT JUNIORS must have the following items on file with the fairgrounds Entry Office by May 31st 
• full photo of the animal 
• proof of ownership (bill of sale, etc.) 
• proof of grade school enrollment 

 
40. REGISTRATION PAPERS Should be checked before Fair time to avoid confusion and save time. It is the exhibitor’s 

responsibility to ensure that all appropriate paperwork is checked by fair personnel prior to showing animals. 
Papers must be checked before show starts. If not, animals will not be allowed to be shown in their appropriate 
class. Fair management reserves the right to re-inspect registration/ownership papers upon request. Failure to provide 
any necessary paperwork in a timely manner will result in disqualification. It is the responsibility of the exhibitor to keep 
all necessary papers in their possession while animals are on exhibit. 

 
41. ARRIVAL Upon arrival, report to the Livestock Office for instructions and assignment of stalls or pens. Once assigned, 
no change will be permitted. 
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42. STALLS & BEDDING Fair will not provide first bedding. No shavings allowed except market lambs and goats. No other 

bedding is permitted other than straw or shavings (market lambs/goats only). 
a) Stall requests will be taken but Fair reserves the right to assign actual livestock location in the barns. 
b) When all pens and stalls in the livestock area and cages in the Poultry Building are filled, no more entries will be 

accepted. 
c) Any animals that do not meet the requirements of the division or rules of the Fair will not be allowed to be shown in 

their appropriate class. Ineligible and sifted livestock may be shown in their appropriate showmanship classes only, 
except for vet sifts. 

d) Muzzling of any animal is prohibited. 
 

43. EXHIBITOR TACK AREAS 
a) Exhibitors must only groom animals within their designated species barn area. (i.e. - Lambs/Goats must only be 

groomed in the Lamb/Goat barn only.) 
i) Use of pop-up tents inside or around the livestock barn is prohibited. Special permission for any shade canopies 

must be obtained from the livestock superintendent. 
b) Walkways must be kept clear. 

 
LIVESTOCK HEALTH INSPECTION 

44. A health check will be conducted for each species of livestock entered. 
a) It will be the responsibility of a licensed veterinarian or veterinary student to check all animals on exhibit at the 

Fair for obvious health problems. This includes any health certificates, signs of communicable disease, external 
parasites, unsightly disease conditions, and any wounds, open or closed, that may be contagious. The veterinarian 
shall have the right to enter a vehicle, trailer, pen, or tie area to inspect an animal. 

b) Specific health conditions that may warrant dismissal are: 
i) Active ringworm (lesions are considered active until skin is normal), warts, sore mouth, scours or dysentery, 

pinkeye, lice, mites, foot rot, pneumonia, and abscesses which are balding, showing hair separation, open, 
draining or still scabbed. Animals having surgical sites resulting from abscess removal are unacceptable if they 
have sutures (stitches), scabs, or are draining. In addition, any animal found to be in an unsafe or unsightly 
condition (i.e., prolapse), are in distress or are injured will be dismissed from the grounds. 

ii) All the above conditions shall be evaluated by a fair contracted veterinarian, veterinarian student, and or 
veterinarian technician. Veterinarian students and technicians can quarantine an animal suspect of a health 
condition, as outlined above, until a veterinarian can evaluate the animal and make the final determination 
for dismissal. 

iii) Animals that do not pass the vet check will be scratched and sent home; no substitutions may be used. 
iv) The Veterinarian’s decision shall be final. 
v) The owner will be issued a release and shall be responsible to remove any animal dismissed by the veterinarian 

from the fairgrounds as soon as possible. In addition, owner is responsible for the expense of any follow-up 
tests, supplies or treatment. 

vi) No quarantine or isolation area will be available on the fairgrounds to house dismissed animals. 
vii) If an animal is dismissed from the fairgrounds, the exhibitor will not be entitled to a refund of the entry fee. 
viii) Each health check will take place during the arrival times as listed in the guidebook. Since arrival times vary in 

length from specie to specie, a veterinarian shall be on hand to check animals during unloading. *Permission to 
arrive early must be granted by the Livestock Superintendent. 

ix) At any point while an animal is on exhibit at the fair, if that animal contracts an ailment or shows signs of 
disease, it will be re-evaluated by the attending veterinarian and appropriate action will be taken. This may 
include dismissal from the fair. 

x) Exhibitors should report any suspected contagious condition observed on any animal and notify the Livestock 
Superintendent of any unethical incidents that occur which are not in the best interest of the animal’s welfare. 

xi) The exhibitor shall notify Livestock Superintendent if a private veterinarian treats any of their animals while on 
the fairgrounds. 

xii) The Sonoma County Fair Directors and staff shall not be held liable for any illness, loss, or damage which may 
occur to an animal while at the fairgrounds. Exhibitors should note that exposure to disease is a risk associated 
with showing animals at fairs and only upon this understanding are entries accepted. 

xiii) If an animal is not present during the vet check, that animal will be scratched from the show. 
xiv) If there are any questions as to an animal’s condition, it is advisable to leave it home or consult your own 

veterinarian. 
c) The Veterinarian is not responsible for treating exhibitor's livestock while on fairgrounds. 

 
45. The Sonoma County Fair Board of Directors has approved a drug residue policy for market steers, lambs, goats and 

hogs (adopted 2013, amended 2017). Please see the Junior Livestock Auction Rules for more information. 
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GOLF CARTS 
46. Any motorized vehicle (golf carts, etc.) must be approved and registered through the administration office and receive a 

permit. 
a) Permit fee for approved applications is $125.00. 
b) Applications and information on who is eligible is available in the Entry Office. 

 
FREE TRAM RIDE 
47. For your convenience, a tram and tractor will run from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. through the livestock area, picking up and 

letting off at Gate 7. The following rules will be enforced by the tram driver and fair management: 
a) Disorderly conduct will not be tolerated. 
b) No standing on the tram. 
c) Only youngsters will be permitted to sit on an adult’s lap. 
d) No wheelchairs or strollers will be permitted on the tram. 
e) Loading and unloading of passengers are to be when the tram is at a full stop. 
f) Management has the right to forfeit riding privileges. 

 
VEHICLE AND PEDESTRIAN ACCESS 
48. Exhibitors and parents with passes and car stickers for the Livestock Department will enter and leave the grounds 

through the Livestock Gate, Gate 7 on Aston Ave. 
a) This Gate may be used to drive on the grounds for feed deliveries, etc. from 5:00 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. for those with 

proper credentials. 
b) Pedestrian traffic will be restricted, no re-entry privileges after 9:00 p.m. daily. 
c) Any violators of credential rules will be towed away at their expense. Vehicles with these passes should not be left 

unattended. 
 

LIVESTOCK RELEASES 
49. Prior to the departure time, releases will be issued by the livestock office and MUST be presented at Gate 7 before 

vehicles will be allowed to enter to load tack or livestock. 
a) Exhibitors will be assigned their release time at the exhibitor meeting. Release slips will be time stamped and routes 

will be posted for entrance and exit. 
b) Departure time will be assigned based on the distance exhibitor resides from the fairgrounds and the number of 

animals that are on exhibit. 
c) On release day, each exhibitor must have a livestock/tack release BEFORE their vehicle will be allowed to enter the 

fairgrounds. Please check the release time and arrange for the driver to have this necessary paperwork. We need 
to enforce this control system, and it works well when you remember to get the release in advance! 
 

PASSES 
50. Passes will not be issued until entries close. 

a) Adult Departments Non-Livestock: 1 Single Day admission per exhibitor 
b) Youth Departments Non-Livestock: 1 Single Day admission per exhibitor 
c) Adult/Youth Baked Goods & Floriculture Exhibitors: 1 pass per receiving day. 
d) Adult/Youth Wool Exhibitors: 1 single day outside admission per exhibitor 
e) Industrial Education Teachers with students exhibiting in the Industrial Ed Department are eligible for a single day 

admission. It may be picked up in person at the entry office or mailed, if a self-addressed, stamped envelope is 
submitted. 

 
51. Open Livestock Exhibitor Passes – $12.00 service charge per exhibitor (Each profile must only pay once. The number 

of bands are issued based on the number of head entered. Additional bands WILL NOT be issued because they were 
paid for through the entry system.) Must be included with online entry. Entry Supervisor will issue open livestock 
wristbands and parking stickers as follows: 
a) Open Division Dairy and Beef Cattle, Sheep, Swine, and Dairy, and Boer Goats upon arrival will receive: 

i) 1 - 10 animals, 2 wristbands, 2 car hang tags 
ii) 11 - 15 animals, 3 wristbands, 3 car hang tags 
iii) 16 - 20 animals, 4 wristbands, 4 car hang tags 
iv) 21 or more animals, 5 wristbands, 5 car hang tags 

b) Open Poultry, Rabbit, and Cavy Exhibitors: 1 wristband and 1 car hang tag 
 

52. Junior Livestock Exhibitor Passes – $12.00 service charge per exhibitor. Must be included at time of Entry. Entry 
Supervisor will issue junior livestock wristbands and parking stickers as follows: 
a) Dairy & Beef Cattle, Sheep, Swine, Dairy, Pygmy & Market Goats, Poultry, Cavies, Rabbits, Horses, Dogs: 1 

wristband per exhibitor 
b) Exhibitors who are eligible to show in both the Open and Junior departments will not receive duplicate passes. 



 

 LOCAL RULES  
 

53. 4-H Leaders and FFA Advisors – $12.00 service charge per leader/advisor. 
a) 4-H leaders and FFA Advisors with members exhibiting Dairy, Beef, Sheep, Swine, Dairy Goat, Pygmy Goat, Horse, 

Poultry, Rabbit, and Cavy: 1 season wristband and 1 car hanger per project per club 
b) To secure a list of eligible leaders, the Fair requires that each club submit a list of livestock project leaders (1 per 

project only) by Friday, June 20th. 
c) Fair will then issue 1 wristband and 1 parking pass to eligible project leaders only. All others must purchase a 

season pass. 
 

54. Season Livestock Exhibitor Credentials (good for both weeks) may be sold at the reduced price of $30.00. No more than 
two (2) reduced price credentials per family exhibiting will be sold. You will also receive one parking hang tag. 

 
55. Any lost passes or wristbands that are replaced must be accompanied by a $20.00 fee. No broken wristbands will be 

replaced unless the wristband is returned to the office. 
 

56. INCIDENT/SUGGESTION/COMPLAINT FORMS: Forms are available in the Entry Office or in the Livestock Office 
for anyone wishing to record a problem or suggestion during the Fair regarding the livestock or exhibits program. 

 
57. By submitting an online entry, exhibitors automatically waive all rights to privacy regarding their entries and release the 

Sonoma County Fair from any liabilities that may arise from the public release of information regarding competition 
results or any related details. 

 
58. Junior Livestock Exhibitors must show their own project animals, unless two of their project animals are assigned to the 

same class. Exhibitors requiring special exemption to this rule must submit a written request to show management prior 
to the show to obtain official approval. 
 

59. No washing of livestock within Lyttle Cow Palace. 
 

60. SAFETY is a priority of the Sonoma County Fair. Animals brought onto the fairgrounds must be under the control of the 
exhibitor, or they will be sent home at the discretion of Fair Management. 
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James Gore 

 
Chris Corsey 

 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA OFFICIALS 
Gavin Newsom ........................................................................................................................................................ Governor 
Eleni Kounalakis .................................................................................................................................... Lieutenant Governor 
Karen Ross ................................................................................................................ Secretary, Dept. of Food & Agriculture 
Senate ............................................................................................................................................. Mike McGuire, Bill Dodd 
Assembly ......................................................................................................... Cecila Aguiar-Curry, Marc Levine, Jim Wood 

 
 

SONOMA COUNTY FAIR STAFF 
Becky Bartling .................................................................................................................................................................. CEO 
Matthew Daly ............................................................................................................................................................................... COO 
Michael Margetts .............................................................................................................................................................. CFO 
Carrie Wimer ............................................................................................................................................ Exhibits Coordinator 
Vacant ......................................................................................................................................................................... Exhibits Assistant 
Jane Engdahl ................................................................................................................................. Special Events Coordinator 
Cash Burkhead ............................................................................................................................................. Accounting Clerk 
Isaac Gentry ................................................................................................................... Buildings & Grounds Superintendent 
Robert Garcia .................................................................................................................................. Interim Events Coordinator 
Debbie Townsend .............................................................................................................................. Booking & Reservations 
Julia Lynwood ................................................................................................................................................. Office Assistant 

1350 Bennett Valley Road • Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
Phone: Main Office (707) 545-4200 • Entry Office (707) 545-4203 • Fax (707) 573-9342 

www.sonomacountyfair.com
MISSION STATEMENT 

To promote and protect agricultural and social values, to enrich educational, cultural, and recreational well-being, and to 
contribute to the economic development of our service area by utilizing our fairgrounds for attractive and financially 
responsible programs and events on a year-round basis. 

 
*Promoting agricultural values will stimulate an appreciation for the complexity of agriculture, its impact on the health and 
well-being of the public, and the need to maintain a viable food system. *Agricultural values include the raising of 
livestock and crops by young people, which promotes the value of hard work and the love of animals and the soil. *By 
promoting social values we mean to provide an environment for families to interact with each other as they participate 
and compete in fair programs and events and the positive aspect of competition. *Education is promoted by providing 
a showcase for displays, demonstrations, judging and contests. *Cultural well-being is an awareness of the current and 
historical significance that make up the tradition and custom of the people in our service area. *By providing a recreation 
facility we create the opportunity for people to participate in play, diversion, and relaxation. *Economic development is an 
opportunity for showcasing business enterprises; an arena for people to spend money for goods and services in Sonoma 
County and an opportunity for the Sonoma County Fair & Exposition Inc. to spend its dollars in a cost-effective way. 

Adopted June, 1985 
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In 1936 Joseph T. Grace, Emil Kraft, V.G. Garrett, and Ernest L. Finley were the primary people active in 

forming the Sonoma County Fair Association with the assistance of the Santa Rosa Chamber of Commerce. 
These four men are now known as the Founding Fathers of the Sonoma County Fair. 

 

 
 

JOSEPH T. GRACE 
Past President 

Joseph T. Grace had a large farming interest in Sonoma 
County, growing hops, prunes, pears, grapes, and sheep. 
His Grace Brothers Brewery was a downtown landmark. 
He served many years on the Fair Board, including a term 

as Board President. 
 
 

 
ERNEST L. FINLEY 
Past Vice President 

Ernest L. Finley, former publisher of the Press 
Democrat, was an active member of the Fair Board of 
Directors and served as Vice President of the board. 
Besides publishing the county’s newspaper, Finley 

owned a herd of Jersey cattle having one of 
the best production records in the county. 

EMIL KRAFT 
First Secretary-Manager 

Emil Kraft, owner of Kraft Auto Parts, served as 
the first secretary-manager of the Sonoma County 

Fair. He had a strong interest in the fairgrounds 
and was responsible for planting many of the trees 
shading the fairgrounds today. He was often seen 

on the fairgrounds riding his horse “Chief.” 

 

 
V. G. GARRETT 

Past Vice President 
V.G. Garrett operated the White House stores in Santa 

Rosa, Petaluma, and Vallejo. He served on the Fair 
Board of Directors, serving a term as Vice President. He 

was also involved in sports, playing football on the 
Bone Crushers of Santa Rosa as well as playing rugby. 



JUNIOR DOGS  

 

Entries Close:  Thursday, June 30th, 11:59 p.m. 
Arrival Time:  Saturday, August 6th, 9-10:00 a.m. – Wilford Ring Vet check upon arrival 
Entry Fee:  $2.00 per entry 
Limit:  2 dogs per exhibitor 
Judging Time:  Saturday, August 6th, 11:00 a.m. 

(Agility, Showmanship, Obedience) 
Departure Time:  Following show and exhibitor meeting 

JUNIOR DOG CARE & TRAINING 
Judge: TBA 

 

 
Open to any exhibitor who is regularly enrolled in a structured dog care and training program exhibiting a dog (mixed or 
purebred) that is owned by the exhibitor or immediate family (Animals may not be shared by an exhibitor). 

 
Rules 
1. Dog must have been trained and fitted for showmanship by exhibitor only. 

 
2. Bitches in season will not be allowed to compete. 

 
3. Dogs should be always kept on leash and under control. Dogs must remain in livestock area during show. Dogs are 

not permitted on grounds following conclusion of show. 
 

4. Exhibitors need to provide bowls and water for their dogs. 
 
Agility Rules 
1. Dogs will be measured prior to competition. 

 
2. There will be a 10-minute walk through for all exhibitors prior to the first class (no dogs). 

 
3. All Dogs must be over one year old. 
 
4. Flat collar only, no harness, choke, or other type of collar. 

 
5. All dogs must enter/leave the ring on a 6ft. leash. 

 
 

Junior Dog Care and Training Awards 
*Outstanding Exhibitor .............................................................................................................................. by Rebecca Bartling 
(Calculated on points from each category of Agility, Showmanship and Obedience, ties broken by Showmanship. 
1st-10pts; 2nd-8pts; 3rd-6pts; 4th-4 pts; 5th-2 pts) 
Agility 
Highest Scoring in Obedience (by%) .................................................................................................. by Sonoma County Fair 
Fastest in Agility .................................................................................................................................. by Sonoma County Fair 
Showmanship, 4-H exhibitors 9-10 years .................................................................................................. by Debra Townsend 
Showmanship, 4-H exhibitors 11-1 3 years ............................................................................................. by Sonoma County Fair 
Showmanship, 4-H exhibitors 14 & over .................................................................................................. by Rebecca Bartling 
Showmanship, FFA Novice ............................................................................................................. by Dr. Dominique DeSanto 
Showmanship, FFA Advanced ......................................................................................................... by Dr. Dominique DeSanto 

* Denotes award to be presented at Awards Ceremony



JUNIOR DOGS  

 

American System of Judging 
Cash Awards offered per class 

 
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 
$10 $9 $8 $7 $7 

 

Dog Agility 
4-H agility course consists of 10 different stations including: several types of jumps, tunnel, weave polls, teeter totter, dog 
walk, and pause table. This is a timed event; the fastest time with fewest errors wins. 

 
Division 4401: Beginner: 1st year (Either on or off leash) 
Division 4402: Intermediate: 2nd or 3rd year (Off leash) 
Division 4403: Advanced: 4th year (Off leash) 
Division 4404: FFA: All FFA Exhibitors 
Classes 
01 Small Dogs: 15 inches and under 
02 Medium Dogs: 16-20 inches 
03 Large Dogs: Over 20 inches 

 
Division 4405: Dog Showmanship 
01 Showmanship, 4-H exhibitors 9-10 years 
02 Showmanship, 4-H exhibitors 11-13 years 
03 Showmanship, 4-H exhibitors 14 & Over 
04 Showmanship, FFA Novice 
05 Showmanship, FFA Advanced 

 
Division 4406: Dog Care & Training Obedience 

 
Beginner 

All exercises on six-foot leash, heeling, figure eight, recall, stand for examination, long sit (1 minute), long down (3 minute) 
 

01 Beginner A: First year dog/handler 
02 Beginner B: Second year and over handler and first year dog in project 
03 Beginner C: Third year and over dog/handler; not ready to go off leash 

Novice (Off Leash) 
Heal and figure eight on leash, then Heel, stand for exam, recall, long sit (1 minute), and long down (3 minute) off leash. 

 
04 Novice A: Any dog/handler ready to go off-leash, but not ready for Graduate Novice 

Graduate Novice (All Off Leash) 
 

Same as Novice Exercises, except drop on recall, long sit (3 minute) and long down (5 minute) out of sight. 
 

05 Graduate Novice 
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